The world's assets are lessening and nature is in retreat. In less than a century, human populace and its needs for space, materials, merchandise, and conveniences have enlarged more than four times. Some of the environment spoiling problems are to remember: the over-cut of woods, depleting of wetlands, spread of horticultural advancement and high rates of pesticide and compost use, the spread of wild nuisances, unplanned clearing of forest for household stock, urbanization of foreshores, and the contamination of streams and estuaries. All these natural harms are caused because of thoughtless human works. Knowing these, issues about environmental cleaning, protecting the environment, to prevent damage to the ecological balance and such issues have been being mentioned and emphasized too often in media outlets in the last two decades. In order to implement these highlighted issues in society, foundations and associations are formed. These organizations foster to set up various activities to intensify people's attention to the subject and create environmental awareness among public.
Introduction
"Beings in the universe constitute an interrelated hierarchical order. The smallest and least complicated piece is in interaction with larger and more complex systems and work together. Each level is a whole dynamic within the unit itself, but the unit cannot be considered present without the link above or below" (Tosun, 1992) . Naturally, human is a part of this system, but he reaches a different structure and consciousness level by his psychological presence and establishes social formation with other assets. As a result, he gains a conscious relevance with other entities.
In reality, we are born as a guest in the earth, get into a relationship with our natural environment, and our social life perception produces a consciousness in our personal life. In bible, Genesis 2:7, it says, 'Then the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; And the man became a living being' (Coogan, 2018) . We get closer to our natural environment in thought and behavior having received from our childhood that is inherited from our family and social environment. Thus, we see that our social environment doesn't see or ignore many things. We claim that we have to do a lot of things to protect our environment. However, we are not even close to be aware of them. Because we haven't established the environment and being in the same form of life regularly blinded our eyes. Every moment we breathe air, light and temperature that we rely on the sun, the air that produces oxygen for us and psychological gratification that trees supply and the blue sky that cleans our brain are routine and usual events for human beings. In fact, all these happenings attract people, but we really do not comprehend their value and existence as it has to be expected. 39/5, 45/13) that this course layout has been created by Allah Almighty has blessed us. 'To God belongs what is in the heavens and what is on earth, and God encompasses everything' (Itani, 2012 ). It's obvious the value given to man by God is an indication. The Holy Quran states that on earth and in the sky all animate and inanimate beings live in a certain measure and balance created. According to surah-i Rahman 'and the Firmament has He raised high, and He has set up the Balance of Justice, 55/7-12'. Humankind should deal with nature a measured and balanced relationship to benefit from it the longest possible period of time. From the beginning of mankind until the Day of Judgment, humankind will act in nature, will benefit from it to produce things that are necessary to survive. However, naturally, some of the items are suitable for immediate use while many substances found in crude form. People who are in need of many things to produce have to remember that producing causes consuming, and in order to consume we need to produce and it needs balance.
While consuming nature of which, that there are a very important consideration to the order of nature we call the ecological balance (ecosystem), we should pay attention not to spoil it. However, most of the time mankind is heedless. Actions that people take cause the fatal damage to the natural environment and operate unimaginable destructions. This should be well known that humankind is actually cutting his own throat by environmental damages. Irresponsible destruction of nature and pollution of the environment dismissively is a complete spendthrift attitude. How spendthrift and empty handed are who squander their winnings after a while, and remain in a miserable condition, like that environmental pollutants who thoughtlessly destroy the world for their own doings will find themselves in an uninhabitable world. Quran hit some calamity to the people that their doings as a result 'Whatever misfortune befalls you, it is because of what your hands have earned; and yet He pardons much. Shuara 42/30.', in addition the verse 'Corruption has appeared on land and sea, because of what people's hands have earned, in order to make them taste some of what they have done, so that they might return. Rum 30/41' emphasizes a criminal action humankind presents.
Appearently, air pollution, the world's being lack of green, the ozone layer's being thinner and water sources being dirty are the major problems. However, these results are not a surprise to people. It is a natural consequence of people's own doings. Indeed, these days humanity has been facing dizzying developments in industry and technology fields since 19th century. Famous Russian philosopher Tolstoy said that "The material progress achieved in the nineteenth century is truly enormous, but it was, and still is being, purchased at a cost of neglect for the most elementary demands of morality, such as humanity has never witnessed before, not even under Genghis Khan, Attila, or Nero. On Truth & Reality (2019).
Because of industrial wastes our land is infertile, rivers, our lakes, and our seas are getting lack of fish, cities are built destroying forests in the name of civilization, but no precautions are taken against this destruction. As it is said by an anonymous Indian chief; 'We do not inherit this earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children. We are harmful to the nature and our world with our irresponsible attitude. Moreover, we are about to leave our children an uninhabitable world'.
Environmental awareness education should also be fed by religion, philosophy, tradition and ideology (Aygün & Herdem, 2014) . Therefore, environment education has a paramount role on shaping sensitive society and environment education is defined as individuals' active participation in the solution of natural, historical, cultural, socio-ethical values and environmental problems (Alım, 2006) .
Environmental Issues in Different Religious Sources
Yildirim (2012) claims that there are about five hundred verses in holy Qur'an that guide us in environmental issues and teach us how to treat the environment.
Religions with a light in front of humanity, are considered not only about belief and worship, but also some of the tasks people have to set in their lives. Their orders about every aspect of human life, is to give recommendations and warnings. Therefore, believers relying on this issue keep number of orders, advice and warnings. They may be mentioned in religions in the ways, as follows:
1. Religion Islam teaches Muslim believers to respect all beings, and to consider their lives sacred 'And do not kill the soul which God has made sacred, except in the course of justice' Isra 17/33. Because all Muslims, "Praising Him are the seven heavens, and the earth, and everyone in them. There is not a thing that does not glorify Him with praise, but you do not understand their praises. He is indeed Forbearing and Forgiving" (Isra, 17/44) carry the faith. Hence, we could say that Muslims cannot destroy the environment irresponsibly or unconsciously.
Christianity approaches the same issue as 'The designer and maker of the earth established the earth, not creating ass.ccsenet.org Asian Social Science Vol. 15, No. 6 2019 it to be a waste, but designing it to be lived in. Isaiah 45:18' (Ludwig, 1973) .
This point is, in terms of environmental awareness, an important issue to take account. The one who gathers this awareness will be restrained with the environment of the area accordingly. At least, he will see around friendly and helpful. Believers will be careful not to disturb the balance while benefiting from them.
2. Qur'an counts waste forbidden, and extravagance is brotherhood of Satan's 'O Children of Adam! Dress properly at every place of worship, and eat and drink, but do not be excessive. He does not love the excessive A'raf 7/31' and the Prophet Muhammad even while taking ablution for prayer from a stream also warns the believers that water must be used economically (Akyüz, 2015) , 'and gave orders and advice on not to spill garbage in the immediate vicinity of drinking water' (Armağan, 1992, p. 250) . Thus, these words will be an important foundation in creating environmental consciousness for society.
Besides, in Judaism, The Halakhah (Jewish law) bans wasteful consumption. Wasting resources mean to violate the mitzvah (commandment) of Bal Tashchit (Do not destroy). It is mentioned on Contemporary English Version of Deuteronomy 20:19-20 that; 'When you are attacking a town, don't chop down its fruit trees, not even if you have had the town surrounded for a long time. Fruit trees aren't your enemies, and they produce food that you can eat, so don't cut them down. You may need wood to make ladders and towers to help you get over the walls and capture the town. But use only trees that you know are not fruit trees' (Lerner & Rabello, 2006, p. 174) . Somehow, religions are stating the same issues in different words.
3. A Muslim believer knows that the names of Allah are represented in man. Quddus is a name of one of Allah's names. Quddus means holy or clean. This is the name of Our Lord on earth as a manifestation and as continuous contamination occurs in the world, Allah cleans the environment by the established ecological system. Thousands of dead animal carcasses, dried plant residues (by a chemical change) are cleaned each season. Also, winds sweeps through the earth and literally washes away with the rain. At this point, a Muslim believer as having the reflection of the name Quddus have to clean the environment and fill up all duties that are expected.
4. Considering the context of the environment, believers have to be conscious and prevent environmental pollution and to do is they must be covered with the God's morality. In addition, there is a Midrash (Rabbinic commentary on the Bible) which Jewish environmentalists are keen on quoting (Troster, 2004) In the verse a word has two meanings by the exegetes. The first of these in which Ibn Kathir's Tafsir is pointed that "God, made you, the earth builders (Recite Qur'an, 2019, p. 228)". Secondly, in İbn'l-Cevzi's Zadü'l-Mesir, it is commented that "God wanted you to decorate the earth is in the form" (Mert, 2008) . Islamic scholars, based on the performance of abode, indicate that, people should open water channels, and develop reforestation efforts in the community. These deeds are assumed as the signal of being a Muslim believer. Human beings will develop the world as a religious duty because Muslim morality requires it, but Muslim should do this without destroying nature.
6. Prophet Muhammad orders people to keep the city clean and gives people some advice to pay attention on the protection of plants and animals. At this point, the Prophet commands that mosques should be built among the houses (in each neighborhood), and that they should be cleaned and perfumed. In Islamqa.com, (1996) is demonstrated that stagnant pools are not to be urinated, and the waste is not to spill close around of drinking water (Akyüz, 2014) .
7. Jewish holy messages accentuate that mankind has a commitment to improve the world for future generations, Jewish custom urges families and networks to decrease their waste and settle on shrewd buyer decisions, putting resources into organizations that don't contaminate and supporting practices and strategies that empower protection.
8. According to Hadith (Prophet Muhammad's sayings, deeds and teachings) that demonstrates, the Holy Prophet, like in all matters is a great example for his followers about environment protection and keeping it clean too. Muhammad encourages believers for tree planting (Özdemir, 2002) (Özdemir & Yükselmiş, 1995, pp. 126-127) .
Conclusion and Recommendations
Simkins, (2008) argues that "The notion that religions might be influential enough to help shift whole societies in more environmentally benign and sustainable directions might seem fanciful. But, religions can bring considerable resources to such an effort". Besides this reality, it is pointed in Evangelical Declaration on the Care of Creation, (1994) that 'Because we worship and honor the Creator, we seek to cherish and care for the creation.
Because we have sinned, we have failed in our stewardship of creation. Therefore we repent of the way we have polluted, distorted, or destroyed so much of the Creator's work'. Herewith, to love nature, to protect the environment, and to keep it clean is a religious order for humanity. This is why, devout people should be environmentalist and spread this awareness from generation to generation. For this, actions to be taken might be as follows:
a. Religious aspects of environmental issues must be as often as possible brought up in press and media.
b. Community pioneers should coordinate individuals about environmentalism, even they ought to compose exercises actually about environmentalism.
c. Tending to natural equity issues in the places of worship can be testing. All alone, issues of race, poverty or pollution can be intense going. Together, they drive us to rethink our comprehension about the structures of our public, and to look cautiously -and horrendously -at who advantages and who is hurt by those structures. Therefore, Department of Religious Affairs of any countries should direct the preachers or priests to give sermons on these issues and holy week periods should be used effectively.
d. In addition, conferences, scientific events such as panel discussions and symposia should be organized by governmental and non-governmental organizations with religious sensitivities and activists.
e. The last but not least, the people who are raising people to clean environment must be first well aware about environment awareness and live their words while telling against people.
Religions' stand on environment is very clear. To get back the wonderful condition and unhazardous nature, religious instructions and rules are very motivational. Religious eco-ethics should be actualized at all dimensions -neighborhood, national, territorial, worldwide and in particular, at individual dimension.
